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Transposition Tips
Check the original key, be careful with scale degrees

Add the new key signature

THEN add the time signature!

Draw the bar lines exactly in line and keep your notes in line with the  
given melody

Check whether you should go UP or DOWN

Follow the scale degrees, check the ‘shape’ as you go

Draw leger lines very neatly

Add any accidentals to the same notes as the original melody

Copy in any phrasing or other markings

Transpose this melody up to A minor

Transpose this melody down to C major

Transpose this melody up to D minor
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Transposition Tips
Check the original key, be careful with scale degrees

Add the new key signature

THEN add the time signature!

Draw the bar lines exactly in line and keep your notes in line with the  
given melody

Check whether you should go UP or DOWN

Follow the scale degrees, check the ‘shape’ as you go

Draw leger lines very neatly

Add any accidentals to the same notes as the original melody

Copy in any phrasing or other markings

Transpose this melody up to A minor

Transpose this melody down to C major

Transpose this melody up to D minor
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Let’s Transpose

Transpose the following melody up into E major:

Your new melody MAY need leger lines - follow the shape exactly!

Transpose this melody down into E flat major

Transpose this melody up into D major

Checklist: Scale degree numbers written in for original melodies 
New key signatures added 
Time signatures added 
Accidentals adjusted correctly  
Shape of melodies identical  

EXTRA PRACTICE: Transpose parts of your instrumental pieces from 

sharp keys to flat keys or vice versa!

RReemmeemmbbeerr:: Sharps and flats may or may not need to be converted to natural signs - it 
all depends on the new key signature.  
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Transposition**

!
1.!Transpose!this!melody!down!into!D!minor:!

!
!
!
2.!Transpose!this!melody!up!into!A!minor:!
!
!
!

*

*

*

*

3.!Transpose!this!melody!up!into!D!minor:!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
4.!Transpose!this!melody!up!into!E!major:!
!
!
!
!

Transposition
This is exactly the same as first grade transposition, so lets do some very quick
revision...
Transpose this melody up into D major

What is the key of the given melody? ____________
This next step is EXTREMELY IMPORTANT...Write the scale degree numbers in!
Now, which key do we have to transpose to? ____________
Write in the new key signature, THEN the time signature, then draw the bar lines
exactly in line with the given melody.
Now you are ready to begin!

DON’T FORGET: 1. Check whether the question asks you to go ‘up’ or ‘down’ 
(this affects your starting note)

2. Keep in line with the given melody and follow the ‘shape’

The only tricky thing in Grade 2 Transposition is if you are given a minor melody with
accidentals.  All you have to do is remember to add accidentals to the same notes in
YOUR melody!  Try this one:

Transpose this melody down into D minor
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==============Ä ! 24 tmmmm tmmmm mmm mmmmt t tmmmm tmmmm mmmm mmmmt t |mmmm
==============Ä

==============Å ! 24 mmm mmmmt t mmmm mmmmmt t tmmmm !tmmmm tmmmm mmmm mmmmt t |mmmm
==============ÅLook! 

Bass clef!

 



Let’s Transpose

Transpose the following melody up into E major:

Your new melody MAY need leger lines - follow the shape exactly!

Transpose this melody down into E flat major

Transpose this melody up into D major

Checklist: Scale degree numbers written in for original melodies 
New key signatures added 
Time signatures added 
Accidentals adjusted correctly  
Shape of melodies identical  

EXTRA PRACTICE: Transpose parts of your instrumental pieces from 

sharp keys to flat keys or vice versa!

RReemmeemmbbeerr:: Sharps and flats may or may not need to be converted to natural signs - it 
all depends on the new key signature.  
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Let’s Transpose

Transpose the following melody up into E major:

Your new melody MAY need leger lines - follow the shape exactly!

Transpose this melody down into E flat major

Transpose this melody up into D major

Checklist: Scale degree numbers written in for original melodies 
New key signatures added 
Time signatures added 
Accidentals adjusted correctly  
Shape of melodies identical  

EXTRA PRACTICE: Transpose parts of your instrumental pieces from 

sharp keys to flat keys or vice versa!

RReemmeemmbbeerr:: Sharps and flats may or may not need to be converted to natural signs - it 
all depends on the new key signature.  
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Transposition Practice

Transpose this melody up into C sharp minor.

Transpose this melody down into B flat major.

!"# $$$$$ %& % % % %' % %( & % %& % % % % %&

! # $$$$$ % %( % %( %( % % %$ %$ % % %( %' )

5.!Transpose!this!melody!down!into!E!flat!major:!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
6.!Transpose!this!melody!up!into!D!major:!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
7.!Transpose!this!melody!up!into!C!sharp!minor:!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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Transposition Practice

Transpose this melody up into C sharp minor.

Transpose this melody down into B flat major.

!"# $$$$$ %& % % % %' % %( & % %& % % % % %&

! # $$$$$ % %( % %( %( % % %$ %$ % % %( %' )
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Transposition Practice II

Transpose this melody down into E major using the treble clef.

Transpose this melody up into C minor.

8.!Transpose!this!melody!down!into!B!flat!major:!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
9.!Transpose!this!melody!up!into!E!major:!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
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Transposition Practice II

Transpose this melody down into E major using the treble clef.

Transpose this melody up into C minor.

!
10.!Transpose!this!melody!up!into!C!minor:!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
! !
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
!
Exercises!sourced!from:!http://blitzbooks.com.au/!
!
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